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some particular occasion, was surprised there at a
friend's house, and brought me very safe into the
world.
I was my father's second son, and therefore was
not altogether so much slighted as younger sons of
good families generally are; but my father saw
something in my genius also which particularly
pleased him, and so made him take extraordinary
care of my education.
I was taught therefore, by the best masters that could
be had, everything that was needful to accomplish
a young gentleman for the world; and at seventeen
years old my tutor told my father an academic edu-
cation was very proper for a person of quality, and
he thought me very fit for it: so my father entered
me of	college in Oxford, where I continued
three years.
A collegiate life did not suit me at all, though I
loved books well enough. It was never designed
that I should be either a lawyer, physician, or divine;
and I wrote to my father, that I thought I had stayed
there long enough for a gentleman, and with his
leave I desired to give him a visit.
During my stay at Oxford, though I passed
through the proper exercises of the house, yet my
chief reading was upon history and geography, as
that which pleased my mind best, and supplied me
with ideas most suitable to my genius: by one I
understood what great actions had been done in the
world, and by the other I understood where they
had been done.
My father readily complied with my desire of
coming home, for besides that he thought, as I did,
that three years' time at the university was enough,
he also most passionately loved me, and began to
think of my settling near him.
At my arrival I found myself extraordinarily ca-

